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Last December, Jason Wright had a decis ion 

to make. 
The former Wildcat had been offered 

a two-year contract worth $2 million to 
continue his NFL career with the Arizona 
Cardinals. He also had a full scholarship to 
the University of Chicago's Booth School of 
Business on the table. 

It would be Wright's eighth professional 
season and his third in Arizona where he 
served as special teams captain. He had ended 
up with the Cardina ls after four seasons 
with the Cleveland Browns and one with the 
Atlanta Falcons. 

But his time in Cleveland had opened 
the eyes of him and his wife Tiffany to the 
problems of urban educati on. Tiffany ran an 
after-school program in the inner city for 
kids from the projects while Jason became 
involved in a charter network, Breakthrough 
Schools, that provided educational 
opportunities for disadvantaged youth. A 
degree from Booth would allow him the 
means to see his passion for innovative urban 
education solutions through. 

'Tm grateful for my wife because she is 
insistent-just by nature of her personali ty
that we live a li festyle that reflects our values 
and because of that, it's not very dependent 
on money," Wright said. "So while that 
extra few million dollars would have been a 
wonderful cushion, it wasn't a needed one. 
We prayerfully approached leaving and it was 
a no-brainer that we would have a greater 
impact outside pro football at that point. 
The only things that were holding me back 
were being sel fi sh and wanting to be a little 
more famous, and those weren't good enough 
reasons to keep me in it." 

So Jason retired from the NFL and the 
Wrights moved back to Chicago, where they 
had both attended Northwestern and met 
through a mutual friend in 2005. After he 
completes his degree, Wr ight hopes to craft 
policy for urban education-either as the 
CEO or COO of a large public school district, 
as a federal worker in the Department of 
Education or as a secretary of state. 

"To see these kids get the opportunity gave 
me so much hope for what I thought was a 
hopeless cause, and I decided that's what I 
wan t to put my energy behin d for as long as I 
have energy to do it," said Wright. "[ want to 
have a lot of influence on how we get these 
kids the opportunities that I believe should 
be a right, to help them see their maximum 
potential regardless of what fam ily they came 
up in or what neighborhood they live in." 

Consistently one of the top- ranked 
business education programs in the world, 
Booth is known for its rigorous curriculum 
a nd discipline-based approach. Though 

he was warned of its strenuous difficulty, 
Wright says he was prepared by his time at 
Northweste rn. 

"I have so much more time to study 
here than I did as an undergraduate 
student-athlete!" he exclaimed. "I think the 
combination of extracurricular opportunities, 
the Northwestern social experience and the 
academic rigor of NU made this kind of stuff a 
lot easier for me." 

Wright chose Northwestern over Stanford 
and Cal, drawn to the school for its excellence 
in both footba ll and academia. He loved the 
people he'd met in Evanston, and he loved 
the idea of experiencing something new. So 
the high school standout packed his bags 
and moved 2,000 miles to Evanston in 2001. 
During his four yea rs, he was the epitome of 
the Northwestern student-athlete: a double 
major in psychology and pre-medicine, 
pres ident of the Alpha Phi Alpha Frate rni ty 
and a huddle leader for the Fellowship of 
Christian Ath letes (FCA). 

He was a gifted Singer and occasionally 
performed the national anthem before 
Northwestern men's basketball games and 
once before a sess ion atthe 2003 Big Ten 
Men's Basketball Tournament in Chicago. He 
also sang at Randy Walker's memorial service 
and at FCA meetings on campus and led 
chapel services for the 'Cats during preseason 
at Camp Kenosha. 

"I look back now and I have no idea hawaII 
of that happened," Wright said. "I was around 
the Northwestern culture with so many 
highly motivated, extremely intelligent people 
running around Evanston. I think when you 
get around those people you get a 'let's go for 
it' attitude and that's what happened to me." 

On the football field, Wright had quick 
feet, athleticism and field vision that made 
him a gifted receiver out of the backfield. He 
was a so lid blocker that consistently piled 
up yardage, and former head coach Randy 
Walker raved, "He may be the most 
complete running back I've ever 
coached." 

Wright fini shed his co llege 
career as Northwes tern's fourth 
all-time leading rusher with 
2,625 yards, ranked third in 
career all-purpose yards with 
4,030 ya rds and the fourth 
in scoring with 210 poin ts. 
He was only the third 
Northwestern playe r to 
record a pair of 1,OOO-ya rd 
rushing seasons and was a 
two-time first-team Academic All-American 
and Doak Walker Award candidate. 

and full of excuses," Wright said. "I feel like 
Coach Walker cut th rough all of that and 
called out the potential that he did see in me. 
It really does encapsulate what Northwestern 
football did for me. I grew up in a great 
family. I had an amazing dad who emphasized 
personal responsibility and humility and 
accountability. But like most of us, we don't 
take our parents' advice and we think we 
know better. It's one thing to hear it from your 
parents but it's another thing when it comes 
through life experiences. Coach Walker really 
brought a ll of those things home and helped 
to solidify them in my character as an adult. 
I'm really gratefu l for those moments when I 
got humbled. I needed that or else I wouldn't 
be the man I am today." 

After graduating in 2004, Wright began his 
NFL career when he was signed by the Atlanta 
Falcons. He recorded his best season in 2007 
with the Cleve land Browns, averaging 4.6 
yards per carry and a career-high 277 rushing 
ya rds. Wright ended his NFL career in 2010 
with 633 yards and five touchdowns. 

"{ can honestly say, prior to NU, J didn't 
think I really had to work hard for anything 
I did, whether it was football or school. I just 
did the minimum effort, whatever natural 
talent I had was good enough and people 
liked me so they gave me a pass when I 
didn't measure up. But that didn't happen 
at Northwestern. There, football- wise and 
academically, I had to learn to do as we say 
in athlete vernacular: grind. Grinding is how 
you make it in the NFL and I've learned that 
grinding is how you make it in life. I started 
to per fect my grind at Northwestern. I'm 

grateful that J've gotten 
that part of what I 
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