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T he fall of 1995 came just as normally as it would any other 

September in Evanston, Ill. A new freshman class arrived, the 
winds grew colder and Northwestern geared up for yet another school 

year. 

But just as quickly as the leaves had changed color, the 1995 

Wildcat football team stepped on the scene. 
In their season opener on Sept. 2, the 'Cats-28-point underdogs 

on the road-upset Notre Dame in a 17-15 victory that kick-started 

a string of wins over the likes of Michigan and Penn State. Fueled by 

head coach Gary Barnett's motto "Expect Victory," Northwestern 

went undefeated in the Big Ten, won its first Big Ten title 

since 1936 and earned a trip to the 1996 Rose Bowl. 
Among the leaders on that team were 

linebacker Pat Fitzgerald, running back Darnell 

Autry and-emerging from a tight race for 

quarterback-Steve Schnur. An unassuming 
junior; Schnur had only six career 

touchdowns and 14 interceptions before 
his start against the Fighting Irish. 

There, he accounted for 166 yards 

(14-for-28) and two touchdowns, a 

foreshadowing glimmer of what was 

to come. 
"We certainly realized the 

monumental task in front of us to 
turn the program around and win," 

said Schnur. "{ think we all believed 

in what Barnett kept trying to do in 
terms of changing the organizational 

culture of the university, and we 

believed that if we could buy into and 

do everything that was within our 

power to do, we had a chance. I think 
what happened exceeded most of our 

expectations." 
A St. Louis, Mo., native, Schnur 

came to Northwestern in the fall of 1992, 
a modest 6-foot·1, 190-pound quarterback 

who was always second on the depth chart for 
the first two years of his career. Then came '95. As 

a junior, Schnur transformed into the Wildcats' field 

general, quietly and firmly leading his offense and his 
team to a 10-2 record. He wasn't flashy and he didn'tscramble. 

He made the right decisions and got the ball safely into the hands of 

receivers like D'Wayne Bates or handed it off to guys like Autry. He was 
poised and unselfish; a leader both on and off the field. 

"I was fortunate to be with a very good group of guys, athletically, 

academically and socially" Schnur said. "I was in the lucky position 

of being the one that got a Jot of the notoriety because of the position 

I played, but clearly football is a team sport and nothing ever really 

happens for the quarterback, the running back or the receivers unless 
you have right people all around you a nd we certainly did. I was just in 
the right place at the right time." 

Perhaps the timing was perfect, but Schnur's success by no 

means happened by chance. Bates-who was on the receiving end 

of 11 Schnur touchdown passes-recalled the numerous amount 

of Saturday workouts Schnur called in the summer on their day off, 

the number oftimes the two of them went in extra to solidify their 

quarterback-receiver tandem. 
"He wasn't one of those guys that just threw the football. He 

showed up and put the work in in the weight room more than any 

other quarterback I've ever seen. I never saw him miss a workout," 

said Bates. "When you look over and see a quarterback benching 300 
pounds and you're doing 225 pounds, you think, "I have to step up my 

game." 

With leaders like Schnur, Northwestern repeated as Big Ten 

champions in the '96 season, earning the nickname "Cardiac 

Cats" for their last-second victories. They earned a trip to 

the Citrus Bowl, where Schnur was 25-for-45 with 228 

yards and two touchdowns. At the end of his senior 
year, he was named 1996 first-team All-Big Ten and 

Football News' first-team All-Big Ten, as well as a 

finalist for the Johnny Unitas Golden Arm Award 
and Davey O'Brien Awards, which honor the 

nation's top quarterbacks. He finished the '96 

season second in the Big Ten in total offense 

with 218.5 yards per game, first in the 
conference for passing efficiency (196-of-323 

for 2,404 yards) and landed himself fourth 

on Northwestern's all-time passing and total 

"He made my job so much easier," said 

the ball. I give him a lot of credit for 

my career at Northwestern and 

Schnur majored in organizational 

studies and also received his master's degree 
in marketing at Northwestern. He is now 

the senior vice president at Duke Realty, a 

commercial real estate company. He and his 
college sweetheart live in Chicago and have four 

children, one of whom trick-or-treated as current NU 

signal-caller Dan Persa for Halloween. They still attend 

games every Saturday and Schnur says being in the 

stands instead of on the field has gotten easier with time. 
Nearly 40 members of the 1996 team, in fact, is reuniting today 

to watch the 'Cats take on Minnesota. 

"Northwestern is a special place in the sense that they do things 

right. It's academics first and athletics second, and I value that. That 
made what we were able to accomplish that much more special," said 

Schnur. "I think everyone bought in and realized that the one thing we 

had control over was how much effort we put into everything we did, 

especially as it related to football. People stepped up the effort and 

the commitment that they gave for the program to an unprecedented 
level." 

The magic of that '95 season started at the top and, says Bates, 

it started with Steve Schnur. A leader that pushed his team to be 
better than they believed they could be, Schnur set the standard for 

Northwestern quarterbacks who followed-on and off the field, in the 

weight room and in the classroom. 
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