
22 BESPOKE CONCIERGE SUMMER 2015   23

CITINERARIES[ ]

frequent,” Haushalter says. Stop 
into Aspen Velo, a full-service bike 
shop to rent mountain bikes (four 
hours for $32) or road bikes (four 
hours for $45). Pass by Maroon and 
Brush creeks on the scenic 8-mile 
ride up Rio Grande before arriving 
at Woody Creek Tavern, a moun-
tain lodge decked out with colored 
Christmas lights. “It’s a cash-only 
establishment best known for [its] 
margaritas—split the nachos while 
you’re at it,” Haushalter suggests. 
After lunch, “ride the 8 miles back to 
Aspen or take a taxi back,” Haushalter 
recommends. “There are taxis waiting 
at the tavern for this reason.”  (Aspen 
Velo: 465 N. Mill St., Ste. 19; 970-925-
1495; aspenvelo.com) (Woody Creek 
Tavern: 2858 Upper River Rd.; 970-
923-4585; woodycreektavern.com)

MAJESTIC MOUNTAINS
For an afternoon excursion together, 
Haushalter suggests going to the 
Maroon Bells, just 10 miles from 
Aspen. “The lighting is best in the 
morning, but truth be told, [the 
Maroon Bells] are beautiful no 
matter what time of day or year,” 
Haushalter says. From 9 a.m. to 5 

p.m. during the summer, this moun-
tain range can only be accessed by 
the public bus—which departs from 
Aspen Highlands—but groups are 
welcome to drive their own cars 
before or after for a $10 fee. Buses 
depart every half hour and tickets 
can be purchased for $6 (or $3 on 
Wednesdays) inside Four Mountain 
Sports. (Four Mountain Sports: 970-
544-3013; aspensnowmass.com)

OUT TO DINNER
“I would wrap up this exhausting 
yet exhilarating day with a sushi 
dinner at Kenichi,” Haushalter rec-
ommends. “They offer a great menu 
and lively ambiance, with plenty of 
non-sushi items for those who aren’t 
into eating raw fish.” The menu 
features a variety of specialty and 
house rolls, as well as a selection of 
sashimi that includes Aspen-style 
whitefish. An extensive wine list and 
one of the largest sake catalogues in 
the country complement Executive 
Chef Kenichi Kanada’s impressive 
dishes for the perfect space to swap 
stories after an active day out on the 
road. (533 E. Hopkins Ave., Ste. 2; 
970-920-2212; kenichiaspen.com)

AFFECTION IN THE AIR
“Start the morning at dawn with a 
hot air balloon ride over the valley,” 
the Hotel Jerome staff recommends. 
Above It All Balloon Co. offers 
hourlong flights up to 2,500 feet 
above the Elk Mountain Range 
with stunning views of Aspen and 
Snowmass, as well as a post-landing 
Champagne picnic breakfast. Toast 
with mimosas while nibbling on 
fresh fruit, sausage, pastries, yogurt 
and chocolate-covered strawberries 
as the sun begins to rise. Adult 
tickets can be purchased for $295, 
or private flights can be reserved 
at special rates. (970-963-6148; 
aboveitallballoon.com)

PICTURESQUE PROMENADE 
“From there, I’d stroll the Saturday 
market sampling seasonal fruits, veg-
etables and local artisans’ wares,” the 
hotel staff says. Held through Oct. 
10, the Aspen farmers market fans 
out from the corner of Galena Street 
and Hopkins Avenue to Hunter 
Street and Hyman Avenue. Browse 
Colorado-grown produce and hand-
made crafts in full view of the majes-
tic Aspen Mountain. The market is 
open from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. (Corner of 

Galena Street and Hopkins Avenue; 
970-429-2687; aspenchamber.org)

TEE TIME
“A round of golf at the Aspen Golf 
Club, followed by a massage back at 
our intimate Auberge Spa is an ideal 
way to spend an afternoon,” accord-
ing to Hotel Jerome staff. Aspen 
Golf Club’s challenging 18-hole 
course provides magnificent views of 
the surrounding Rockies. The club’s 
Red Mountain Grill offers a full bar 
and summer lunch menu for a quick 
bite before heading back to Hotel 
Jerome. Auberge Spa has a range of 
luxurious treatments for pampering, 
including botanical enzyme renewal 
facials, arnica and birch massages, 
mineral salt invigoration body 
treatments and oxygen lift facials. 
(Aspen Golf Club: 1000 Truscott Pl.; 
970-429-1949; aspengolf.com) 
(Auberge Spa at Hotel Jerome: 
330 E. Main St.; 970-429-7615; 
aubergeresorts.com) 

DINNER FOR TWO
Up the romance with a reservation at 
the intimate Matsuhisa, and ask for 
a table in the main dining room or 
on the patio. With world-renowned 

chef Nobu Matsuhisa at the helm, 
the restaurant blends traditional 
Japanese cuisine with Peruvian and 
Argentine ingredients, resulting in 
dishes like filet mignon with wasabi 
pepper and broiled black cod with 
miso. Matsuhisa also offers sushi and 
sashimi, as well as a cocktail and sake 
menu. (303 E. Main St.; 970-544-
6628; matsuhisaaspen.com)

A PRIVATE AFFAIR
End the night dancing at the famous 
Caribou Club. Founded by Harley 
Baldwin as the city’s first mem-
bers-only club in 1989,  it functions 
as Aspen’s most exclusive restaurant, 
bar and nightclub, accessed through 
an unmarked mahogany door in 
downtown’s Caribou Alley. The $500 
to $1,500 price tag for a weeklong 
membership gives visitors access to 
the 100-seat dining room as well as 
the 25,000-bottle wine cellar with 
bottles priced as high as $10,000. 
Nineteenth-century paintings of 
Western landscapes line the walls of 
this establishment, which heats up 
around 10 p.m. when veteran disc 
jockey Folami starts spinning dance 
music. (411 E. Hopkins Ave.; 970-
925-2929; caribouclub.com)

Woody Creek Tavern Maroon Bells

Daily Guides 
Local concierges put together distinct schedules for experiencing Aspen three ways. 

SECTION BY KRISTIN SCHARKEY

COMMEMORATIVE 
CROWD

Sonya Haushalter, 
concierge at The Ritz-

Carlton Club, Aspen 
Highlands, shares the 

best activities for 
groups on vacation in 

Aspen, from hiking  
Rio Grande Park to 

getting together for 
dinner at Kenichi. 

BREAKFAST BITES
“I would start with breakfast at 
Main Street Bakery, a longtime 
mom-and-pop joint with the best 
eggs Benedict,” Haushalter says. 
Served until noon on weekends, 
breakfast at this bakery consists 
of omelets, pancakes, French toast 
and a “Ben-Addiction” section 
with six different variations of eggs 
Benedict. After breakfast, “walk 
it off … by strolling through the 
John Denver Sanctuary and inspir-
ing rock gardens next to Theatre 
Aspen.” Located in the northeast 
corner of Rio Grande Park, the 
memorial features a slew of boulders 
engraved with the lyrics of Denver’s 
songs, as well as a vast perennial 
flower garden. (Main Street Bakery: 
201 E. Main St.; 970-925-6446) 
(John Denver Sanctuary: Rio 
Grande Place and Mill Street; 970-
920-5120; aspenrecreation.com) 

TROOP TREK
“Next, rent a bike and take a ride 
down the Rio Grande Trail to 
Woody Creek Tavern, an eclectic 
restaurant that longtime local, 
Hunter S. Thompson, used to 

John Denver Sanctuary

ROMANTIC TOUCH
Love is in the air  

at these locations 
around Aspen, 

recommended by the 
Hotel Jerome staff as 

the ideal backdrops for 
a couple’s getaway. 
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MORNING ROUTINE 
For a family affair, Sakin recom-
mends starting with Sunday brunch 
at BB’s. The eatery offers a pictur-
esque backdrop and creative menu 
with options such as heirloom tomato 
bisque with mini grilled cheese sand-
wiches, farm-fresh egg omelets and 
caprese sandwiches with prosciutto, 
arugula pesto and mozzarella on 
multigrain ciabatta. Bold diners can 
also sample the “DLT,” a sandwich 
of duck confit, duck bacon, lettuce 
and tomato with avocado spread on 
brioche. (525 E. Cooper Ave.; 970-
429-8284; bbskitchen.com)

MOUNTAIN MAGIC
“In the summer, you can still ride 
to the top of the gondola,” Sakin 
says. “It’s beautiful up there with 
great mountain views [and] a patio 
to sit on.” Parents can partake in 
yoga classes and mountain biking, 
and the whole family can behold live 
bluegrass concerts on the weekends. 
Take the Elk Camp Gondola to an 
elevation of 11,325 feet or the Snow 
Queen Gondola to 11,200 feet. A $20 
ticket includes a ride up either one, 
as well as the on-mountain activities. 
(aspensnowmass.com)

HIKE TO NEW HEIGHTS
After a full morning on the moun-
tain, Sakin recommends a hike up 
Hunter Creek Trail, which snakes 
6.5 miles up to Hunter Valley. “It can 
be as long or as short as you want 
it,” Sakin says. “You walk through a 
wooded area with a stream that runs 
through it, and as you go up, it opens 
up to a large field of wildflowers. It’s 
family-friendly. … It can be as diffi-
cult as you make it but it’s still very 
easy for children to go on as well.” 
For a shorter hike, access the upper 
section of the trail by driving north 
on Mill Street, veering left onto 
Red Mountain Road for 1.1 miles, 
then turning right on Hunter Creek 
Road until the trail parking lot. 
(aspenchamber.org)

RELAXING RENEWAL
Some family members may want to 
take a nap after an afternoon of hik-
ing, so Sakin recommends a trip to 
The Spa at Viceroy Snowmass. The 
spa offers six treatment rooms, a med-
itative relaxation lounge and in-room 
services. “We have traditional treat-
ments and lots of treatments that are 
influenced by the Native Americans 
that inhabited this area,” Sakin adds. 

Contemporary beauty rituals as well 
as Ute Indian-inspired therapies 
include a purifying sun dance ritual, 
black lava exfoliation, herbal compress 
massage and customized bath soaks. 
(130 Wood Rd.; 970-923-8000; 
viceroyhotelsandresorts.com)

OUT TO DINNER
Wrap up a busy day at Ricard Brasserie 
and Liquor Bar, a French restaurant 
just a few minutes away from the 
Viceroy at the base of Snowmass 
Mountain. “The patio is wonderful, 
and they have heat lamps in case it 
gets cold,” Sarkin says, noting the 
excellence of the fried chicken. “They 
do a good charcuterie board and …. 
they have all sorts of ways they cook 
mussels in different broths.” Open 
Wednesday through Sunday, Ricard’s 
menu features a section devoted solely 
to mussels. The restaurant also keeps a 
pastry chef on staff for delectable des-
serts like Grand Marnier creme brulee 
and roasted apple bread pudding. 
Executive Chef Will Nolan’s flair for 
New Orleans fare fuses with mountain 
cuisine at this brasserie-style restaurant 
with a patio facing the Village Express 
chairlift. (110 Carriage Way; 970-
429-4163; ricardsnowmass.com) C
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FOR THE AGES
Lauren Sakin, concierge 
at Viceroy Snowmass, 
offers her suggestions 

in both Aspen and 
Snowmass for families 

who are ready to explore. 

Ricard Brasserie and 
Liquor Bar

The Spa at Viceroy 
Snowmass

Elk Camp Gondola
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