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The Getty Villa
Home to The J. Paul Getty 
Museum’s antiquities collection, 
The Getty Villa is a historic haven 
that offers visitors the chance to 
walk amid luscious gardens, tranquil 

fountains and peristyles lined with 
white columns. The Villa was metic-
ulously modeled after a first century 
Roman country house and features 
a permanent collection of 44,000 
Greek, Roman and Etruscan art 

pieces spread throughout 23 galleries, 
with five additional exhibit spaces for 
rotating displays. “The Getty Villa 
is perfect for a nice summer day,” 
says Michelle Gilley, chef concierge 
at The Ritz-Carlton, Marina del 

CVIEW[ ]

Rey. “You can take in the museum 
and lunch with a view. Tickets are 
required. Most hotels should have 
them; check with your concierge.” 
This summer, visitors can take a look 
at the Villa’s collection of ancient 

glass objects from 2500 B.C. to 11th 
century A.D., and peruse its opulent 
cache of Berthouville treasure featur-
ing Roman silver, along with royal 
collections of precious gems and  
jewelry. (getty.edu)

Regen Projects
Housed in a 20,000-square-foot 
white building designed by Michael 
Maltzan, Regen Projects has earned 
its reputation as a trailblazer in the 
Los Angeles art scene since 1989, as 
founder Shaun Caley Regen’s flair 
for the experimental has resulted in 
the representation of now-renowned 
artists like Matthew Barney and 
Catherine Opie early on in their 
careers. “My husband is an artist, so 
I’ve found myself more interested 
in local galleries lately,” says Lori 
Trimble, chef concierge at SLS 
Beverly Hills. “This summer, Regen 
Projects—which can be described as 
more of a museum-like gallery—will 
be showcasing the work of Rachel 
Harrison.” In a time when “selfie” has 
been deemed a word by Merriam-
Webster, Harrison’s multidisciplinary 
exhibit, “Three Young Framers,” 
explores the current age of self-ab-
sorption and the ramifications of 
subjects framing themselves. New 
York-based Harrison will employ 
selfie sticks and a debut series of 34 
iPhone photos in this installation 
through July 18. (regenprojects.com)

Bergamot Station
“Another favorite of mine is a rustic 
train station turned gallery complex 

in Santa Monica called Bergamot 
Station,” Trimble says. “Housing 
approximately 30 galleries, visitors 
can find exhibits ranging from 
contemporary fine art [and] pho-
tography to jewelry pieces.” In 1875, 
Bergamot Station was a stop for the 
Red Line trolley on its way between 
Los Angeles and Santa Monica 
Pier. Now, the site serves as an artis-
tic campus, attracting more than 
600,000 visitors each year to the sta-
tion’s many displays and its cafe. Of 
note this summer is Laura Korman 
Gallery’s opening exhibition, “Mirror 
| Mirror: Introspective Reflections.” 
The show features the whimsical 
self-portraiture of Los Angeles-
based artist Katherine Rohrbacher 
in a collection that explores her daily 
experience with the chronic autoim-
mune disease lupus. The exhibition 
will be on view through Sept. 19, 
with a public reception Sept. 5 from 
5 to 8 p.m. (bergamotstation.com) 

Hollywood Bowl
Since the first official season in 
1922, audiences have enjoyed 
world-class performances from 
a wide variety of artists at the 
Hollywood Bowl. “It’s classic for 
a reason,” says James Little, chef 
concierge at The Peninsula Beverly 
Hills. “The half band shell and out-
door seating is iconic and the per-
formances are eclectic, ranging from 
classical, musical theater and jazz to 
headlining contemporary artists. Be 
sure to bring food and picnic under 
the stars while enjoying the show.” 

The venue offers a range of pro-
grams throughout the summer, such 
as conductor Gustavo Dudamel’s 
inaugural presentation of Carl 
Orff ’s 1937 composition “Carmina 
Burana” on July 21 and 23. Inspired 
by medieval poems, Orff ’s piece will 
come to life with the resonance of 
more than 100 voices and a brass 
and strings orchestra. The night 
will also feature performances of 
Grammy-winning composer Eric 
Whitacre’s “Her Sacred Spirit 
Soars “and “Equus.” Tickets can 
be reserved for each of the shows 
online. (hollywoodbowl.com) 

The Huntington Library,  
Art Collections and 
Botanical Gardens 
“The Huntington Library, [Art 
Collections and Botanical Gardens] 
… in San Marino is always beautiful 
in the summer,” Gilley says. With 
both galleries and outdoor space, this 
institution offers a full day of artis-
tic inspiration for visitors seeking a 

Inspired Spaces   
Visitors looking for a creative escape will find it in the various avenues of arts and culture.   

BY KRISTIN SCHARKEY

As the art world slowly expands its focus beyond New York and 
parts of Europe, Los Angeles—with its rich convergence of cul-
tures—finds itself at the epicenter of the global gaze on the West 
Coast. A burgeoning creative capital, the city boasts an unrivaled 
combination of forward-thinking galleries and established per-
forming arts centers—such as The Getty Villa, Hollywood Bowl 
and Bergamot Station—dedicated to LA’s dynamic past and 
promising future. 

While some of the city’s inspired institutions can offer an 
indoor reprieve from the California sun this summer, visitors can 
also enjoy many of LA’s popular locales alfresco, as a number of 
acclaimed museums and theaters provide outdoor experiences 
for an invigorating artistic escape. From Regen Projects to The 
Huntington Library, Art Collections and Botanical Gardens, 
concierges at local hotels offer their suggestions for stimulating 
summer sanctuaries to indulge the creative muse. 
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creative escape from busy city life. 
The library houses approximately 
6 million items in its collection of 
Anglo-American rare books and 
manuscripts, including an unrivaled 
compilation of Shakespearean works 
in their early editions, while the 
botanical gardens span 120 acres and 
comprise a vast collection of camel-
lias and a conservatory with educa-
tional exhibits. The Huntington’s art 
collections are also on view in four 
separate galleries on the property, 
accommodating a comprehensive 
collection of 18th- and 19th-century 
British and French art. Through Oct. 
12, a summer exhibit titled “Magna 
Carta: Law and Legend, 1215-
2015,” displays a 13th-century draft 
of the Magna Carta in a celebration 
of the document’s 800th anniver-
sary. The Huntington is closed on 
Tuesdays; adult admission tickets are 
available for $23 on weekdays and 
$25 on weekends, while entry fees 
for children ages 4-11 are $10 daily. 
(huntington.org) C

The Getty Villa
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Clockwise from top left: 
Los Angeles Philharmonic 
performance at the 
Hollywood Bowl; Katherine 
Rohrbacher’s “Wallflower” 
on display at Laura Korman 
Gallery at Bergamot Station; 
Regen Projects, Los 
Angeles gallery    


